Isocaloric feeding and medium chain triglycerides fail to improve liver function tests in a patient with Crohn's disease and a high output stoma.
A patient with Crohn's disease complicated by multiple fistulae to the skin and bladder and a high-output stoma following previous multiple short bowel resections developed liver dysfunction during total parenteral nutrition. Isocaloric feeding based on calorimetry and changing from a long chain triglyceride emulsion to a mixture of medium and long chain triglyceride emulsion failed to improve liver function. Surgical removal of the affected small bowel resulted in a rapid improvement of the liver function despite continuation of total parenteral nutrition.